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EYMARD, THE  BLESSED PETER  JULIAN, FOUNDER  OF
THE SOCIETY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
(1811-1868)
THE growth of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament side by side with the
unbelief of modern times, is a phenomenon that both consoles and con-
firms every Catholic heart. Not only are visits to the Blessed Sacrament
now a very common form of private, daily acts of piety, but the magnificent
Eucharistic Congresses in almost every nation of the world, are so many
demonstrations of faith and reparation to the Majesty of God, so often
neglected and even outraged in this sublime mystery of His love. Though
all saints, spiritual writers and preachers, generally, have inculcated the
necessity of constant union between the soul and its Creator in the Holy
Eucharist, it was reserved for the Blessed Peter Julian Eymard to bring
that devotion forward prominently as part and parcel of Catholic life.
This great servant of God was born at La Mure d'Isere in the Diocese
of Grenoble, France, 4th February, 1811.
His mother was known for her great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament,
and her son soon manifested a like piety towards the Mystery of Faith.
Even during his school days young Eymard paid long and frequent visits
to the Blessed Sacrament and began to practise those mortifications which
are the sure presage of future sanctity. Peter Julian's father, though like-
wise very devout, wished his son to follow the family business of cutler, and
it was not until the latter had reached the age of eighteen that he could
obtain his parents' consent to study for the priesthood.
Meantime, he had not been idle. He had read hard during his leisure
moments, and had made some advance in Latin. Some seminary students
who used to pass their holidays at La Mure, assisted him in his classical
reading, and encouraged the young cutler-apprentice to persevere in the
holy vocation he had in view.
As soon as M. Eymard had given his consent, his son applied to
the Superior of the Oblates of Mary at Marseilles, and was accepted as
a novice. This Congregation had been founded fourteen years before
(1815) by the saintly Charles de Mazenod, later Bishop of Marseilles.
The object of the Congregation is to sanctify souls by missions, and in
this way the future zealator of Souls no doubt considered that a mag-
nificent opportunity would be afforded for the spread of devotion to the
Holy Eucharist as a powerful means of undoing much of the irreligion
and sheer indifference caused by the upheaval of the Revolution, and the
long and bloody campaigns of the Empire. But as in most good works